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With the weather sporadically 
cooperating, parade participants 

stepped off from Broadway Station on 
their way to Farragut Statue in one of the 
shortest Saint Patrick’s and Evacuation 
Day parade routes in memory. Many 
observers, while appreciating the 
participating Revolutionary era militia, 
leprechauns, bands, first responders 
from New York Police to San Diego 
Firefighters, were lamenting the low 
turnout of visitors to South Boston. 

The smaller crowd was the result 
of many locals planning to be out of 
town, the weather was sketchy, the 
route change and the manufactured 
controversy that misrepresents the 
parade planners and the neighborhood. 
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Some of the procedures 
we offer at our practice. 
Cosmetic whitening & 
veneers, Invisalign & specialty 
orthodontics, implants, General 
restorative, Hygiene & cleanings.

Specialty dentistry:
Oral surgery, Periodontics, 
Endodontics
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Do You Approve Of 
The Broadway Only 

Parade Route

Yes?    
No?

This Week’s Poll

EDITORIAL  “A Love-Hate Debate”

Some hate it.  Some love it.  Some are mad it didn’t 
go by their house.  Some would like it to go over the 
Kelly Bridge, (the other way) and keep on going.

While most who viewed the parade gave it high marks, 
not all did.  The one thing all seemed to agree with is that 
the future of the parade needs to be discussed.  

Tradition, identity, community versus aggravation, 
vagrancy and cost.  Many look forward to putting out 
a feast for their family and friends.  The kids love the 
shamrocks and the green, but they mostly love the 
parade.  Still others pack up the kids and dog and make 
tracks out of “Dodge”.

While passions are still hot, one way or the other, 
now is not the time to seek solutions or changes.  When 
we have a month or two of warmth, our shovels are 
getting cobwebs and our brains unfrozen, there will 
be time and opportunity to have a community wide 
discussion, or a series of them, on the best way forward 
for the parade and the town.

In the meantime give it some thought.

SOUTH BOSTON TODAY
By Staff
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Not that it counts for much but 
my position on the parade 
over the years regarding the 

controversy over which groups can and 
cannot march has always been that it’s 
the Allied War Veteran’s parade. They 
run it and what they say goes - like it 
or not. No matter what your position 
on the LGBT groups marching, it’s the 
veterans call and no one else’s. 

This year as we all know, Wacko 
Hurley didn’t run the show; he retired. 
His decision to step down needs to be 
respected. What also deserves respect 
and gratitude is the many years this man 
worked tirelessly to organize what had 
become, thanks to him, the second biggest 
and probably the finest St. Patrick’s 
Day parade in the world. Each year, for 
months leading up to the actual day, he 
worked hard at it, day and night including 

weekends lining up bands and floats and 
every other type of marching unit. He 
went to meeting after meeting with police, 
city officials, community groups and even 
the military to make each year bigger and 
better than the last. 

He was presented with awards from 
admirals and generals for his incredible 
efforts and won the praise of thousands 
of residents each year. But this year some 
in this town and across the city, in my 
opinion embarrassed themselves. 2015 is 
the year that a few of our so called leaders, 
because of political correctness and fear of 
media pressure acted like they no longer 
even knew this man. When it was in their 
own personal best interest to be seen 
with him in previous years, they would 
trip over themselves to pose for pictures 
by his side and sing his praises. The late 
Jimmy Kelly’s definition of a true friend is 

someone who will never desert you when 
the going gets rough. Wacko Hurley is 
this type of man.  Fair weather friends and 
opportunists are those who duck for cover 
when the road gets bumpy. In some cases 
it’s even cowardice. In every case it’s a 
severe character flaw. 

Again, everyone has the right to their 
own views and that includes parade 
participation. But the way I see it, people 
who distance themselves from old friends 
to score points with the media and 
others in an effort to appear enlightened 
turn my stomach and are not worthy of 
respect. Wacko Hurley, in honor of your 
retirement, if no one has as of yet said 
thank you for all you have done over so 
many years of service for our country as 
a war veteran and for this community as a 
hard working activist, good neighbor and 
friend to so many let me be the first and on 

Thank You Wacko Hurley!
Note: talk back to John Ciccone by email at jciccone@southbostontoday.com 

SOUTH BOSTON TODAY
John Ciccone
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this I speak for quite a few other grateful 
residents: THANK YOU WACKO! 

Most Americans are thrilled that the 
‘alleged’ shooter who injured 2 police 
officers in Ferguson last week has been 
arrested. And former New York City 
police Commissioner Bernard Kerick 
laid the blame for the climate that led to 
the shooting precisely where it belongs 
– at the feet and from the big mouth of 
Al Sharpton. Said Kerick: “Al Sharpton, 
by his agitating, brewed the Ferguson 
storm that got those cops shot”. But the 
finger is not just pointed at Sharpton. 
Attorney General Eric Holder is also 
considered one who ‘stirs the pot’ of 
racial division

A growing number of African 
American leaders are tired of Sharpton’s 
race baiting antics. Police officials 

massbaycu.org     (617) 269-2700
147 West 4th Street, South Boston
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Window Into The State House
Window Into The State House provides our readers a synopsis of important issues of interest, past and current, that are being proposed, debated or acted 
upon by the Massachusetts Legislature. Many issues that are not related to local city government services are acted upon and have a direct impact on daily 
life. They are tax policy, transportation infrastructure, judicial appointments, social services and health, as well as higher education.
We will excerpt reports from the gavel-to-gavel coverage of House and Senate sessions by news sources focused on this important aspect of our lives. 
These sources include a look ahead at the coming week in state government and summaries and analyses of the past week, re-caps of a range of state 
government activity, as well as links to other news.

CONTINUED ON page 6

Experts Seek Path To 
Affordable Housing
Seeking to tackle Greater Boston’s 
growing housing needs, a regional 
planner said Wednesday the state 
should link housing policies to 
local aid while an academic said 
“millennial villages” should be 
used to draw youngsters out of the 
region’s stock of triple-deckers. 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
Executive Director Marc Draisen 
said cities and towns “need that 
extra kick,” and the state should use 
local aid, relief from state permitting 
of affordable housing and school 
building assistance to encourage 
municipalities to encourage housing. 
“It’s difficult politically. We have 
to deal with some difficult political 

things because we desperately need 
to build more housing,” Draisen 
told the News Service after an 
event at The Boston Foundation. 
Barry Bluestone, the director of 
the Dukakis Center for Urban and 
Regional Policy, said policymakers 
could free up older housing stock by 
working with unions and developers 
to build millennial villages for the 
younger set, with smaller units, 
common spaces, no parking and roof 
gardens. “We’re becoming a city 
of haves and have nots more than 
ever before and much of it driven 
by housing,” Bluestone said. - Andy 
Metzger/SHNS
Report Gives Mass. An “A” On 
Spending Transparency
As a battle unfolds over 

improved access to state public 
records, a research group on 
Wednesday released a report 
giving Massachusetts an “A” for 
government spending transparency. 
The grade is based on allowing 
people to search the state budget 
through an “online checkbook.” 
The group, MassPIRG, gave 
Massachusetts a “F” five years 
ago. “It is night and day,” said 
Deirdre Cummings, legislative 
director for the group. Just one 
state, Ohio, received an “A+,” 
while three states, Idaho, Alaska 
and California, received an “F.” 
Cummings acknowledged the 
scope of the grading is narrow and 
focused on what’s available about 
state spending. The state increased 
the number of quasi-public agencies 
on the budget website, according to 
the report. The site is available at 
http://www.mass.gov/informedma/. - 
Gintautas Dumcius/SHNS
Transportation Committee To Vote 
On Roads Money
Hundreds of millions in local 
road funding could take a step 
closer to passage Friday when 
the Transportation Committee 
plans to take up legislation filed 
by the governor. Last Friday Gov. 
Charlie Baker filed a bill that would 
authorize $200 million in so-called 
Chapter 90 funding for transportation 
in cities and towns. Roads have 
taken a drubbing from the cold 
and snow, which rutted potholes 
so deep they expose subsurface 
gravel and other materials in places. 
The Transportation Committee, 
co-chaired by Rep. Bill Straus 
(D-Mattapoisett) and Sen. Tom 
McGee (D-Lynn), plans to hold a 
hearing on the bill (H 3187) and 
then vote on it. The Legislature last 
year authorized a record-high $300 
million in local road funding, but 
former Gov. Deval Patrick only 
released $200 million of it, arguing 

certainly are as well. Yet this vile 
radical extremist is still given the red 
carpet treatment at the White House. It 
seems radical extremists have a special 
place at the White House and in the 
heart of Barack Obama. Sharpton joins 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood 
and the Communist Party, who 
apparently have open invitations and 
special visiting rights there along with 
the ear of this president. 

With advisors like this, it comes as 
no surprise that last week’s polling 
numbers noted that 84 percent of 
Americans think that Obama and 
Kerry are in the process of negotiating 
a deal with Iran that will be bad for 
this country. A growing number of 
America’s current and retired military 
leaders are expressing concern for the 
security of our nation, not only because 
of what is in the deal being drawn up 
with the Iranians, but also because of 
just who seems to have influence with 
this administration/regime on both 
foreign and domestic issues. 

That 84% of Americans who feel 
the agreement being negotiated will 
hurt our country should tell this regime 
something but they don’t much care. If 
they have to give the store away and 
put the world in danger to get a deal, 
any deal, they will certainly try. When 
the president and for that matter any 
president takes unilateral action that 
can cause harm to our country, whether 
it’s throwing wide open our southern 
border or negotiating a plan that will 
give the crazy Iranian Mullahs nuclear 
weapons, the Congress and also the 
military have an obligation to step in 
and stop him. Those 47 Republican 
senators who sent the letter to Iran 
warning that terrorist nation that any 
deal that will hurt the United States of 
America will not be allowed to stand 
said what had to be said.

To close on a happy note: Ok, so we 
set a record for snow fall and cold this 
winter but we can all relax, spring will 
arrive this weekend.

CONTINUED FROM page 3
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The media all blare the 
headline, “Historic Day in 
South Boston”.  Are they 

talking about the record snow fall?  
Perhaps it was the parade only 
going the length of Broadway for 
the first time?  Or even the historical 
significance of the day itself?

It may have been a historical 
first for the newly formed veterans 
organization Outvets.  This unit was 
officially recognized in September 
and had only marched in the Nov. 
11 Military Day Parade.  Southie 
was the first civilian parade in 
which they marched.  They were 
warmly received by the community 
and spectators as are all of our 
Honorable Veterans.

No, what the media were 
promoting was the lie they’ve 
been pushing for 20 years.  As 
Commander of the Allied Council 
I gave more print, audio and 
video interviews than I can count.  
In every one of them I ‘point 
blank’ told them that they were 
misrepresenting the truth.  No 
“historic ban” was being lifted, 
because there never had been one.  
That accusation was leveled at and 
denied by the Council back in 1992.  
The Council maintained that gay 
people had always been marching 
in many of our units and no such 
ban ever existed.  Our ban was 
against any political signage that 
was political, explicitly sexual or 
anti-American in nature, and that 
distracted, detracted or disagreed 
with the twin themes of our 
celebration - America’s first military 
victory, all veterans and military, 
as well as the hardships of Irish 
immigrants and their struggle for 
religious freedom.

The Council cited previous bans 

against the Ku Klux Klan, Pro-life, 
anti busing and Irish Northern Aid 
as evidence of policy.  Just last year, 
the Council was the recipient of 
the last hate mail of the Rev. Fred 
Phelps of the Westboro Kansas 
Baptist Church, who demanded 
entrance to our parade.  The Rev. 
has since passed on.

The case was decided 
unanimously by the highest 
authority in our Country, the United 
States Supreme Court, 9-0 in 
1995.  They ruled that the Council 
had never and did not now have 
a ban on gay people and further 
that the Council had the absolute 
right to decide who would march. 
Yet more than 20 years later, the 
press still refers to lifting some 
“historic ban”.  We can’t lift a ban 
that never existed.  As far as I know, 
my response never made it into 
print. Rather, the press preferred to 
perpetuate the “lie” that created so 
many headlines for them.

This brings us to the 
participation of “Boston Pride” in 
the parade.  First of all, running 
the parade is a major undertaking 
handled by a handful of people.  
The parade cost is up over 80,000 
dollars with a million details.  
Everyone has a job.  The over 200 
applications are reviewed by the 
parade organizer, who brings any 
application of units with political, 
sexual or anti-American intent 
to the attention of the Council.  
Otherwise he is authorized to issue 
acceptance letters.

On Feb. 6, an application from the 
“New Boston Pride Committee was 
received describing their unit as a 
social organization with volunteers 
of Irish descent, who wish to 
march in the parade.  We will carry 

SOUTH BOSTON TODAY
Brian R. Mahoney

ReadingBetween
TheLines
“Parade In Review”

Note: talk back to Brian by email at bmahoney@southbostontoday.com 

American and Irish flags.  We wish 
to have a car to carry older marchers 
unable to walk the whole route”.

That was it.  It was innocently 
believed upon receiving it that they 
were an offshoot of “Boston Strong” 
and so they were sent a letter of 
acceptance by the parade organizer. 
Any report that the Council voted on 
or even saw the application is either 
a misquote or complete fabrication.

On Friday the 13th, the Chief 
Marshall and I along with police 
and our elected officials and aides 
were standing down at the Black 
Falcon Terminal to greet the USS 
Arlington when it seemed everyone’s 
phones started ringing. All turned 
toward us from the Council asked 
what was going on.  It was only 
then we learned that Boston Pride 
was comprised of gay as well as 
some straight members.  However, 
after immediately reviewing their 
application, the only change now was 
that we knew they were gay.  The 
Council has always maintained that 
we have no ban.  If this unit marched 
as their application stated then they 
were not in violation of parade rules.

I spoke to the Boston Pride 

Executive Board and explicitly 
stated the Council parade rules.  I 
was assured numerous times by 
those in this unit, who enforce the 
rules of the gay pride parade, that 
they would respect ours. I spoke 
again with this unit on the Kelly 
Bridge, inspected their banner, flags 
and two rainbow banners with a pot 
of gold and leprechauns and found 
no violation. 

It was shocking and unauthorized, 
then, when they appeared at “G” 
and Broadway carrying 10-12 
multicolored umbrellas that I would 
describe as rainbow even though 
I have been told they ‘technically’ 
were not rainbows.  Well, how’s 
this - umbrellas of any sort are not 
allowed.  We can all play word 
games but again we’re running 
a celebratory event not a protest 
or social movement. In any event 
we review tapes of the parade for 
improvements and violations and 
will take action where appropriate.

Overall everyone seemed to receive 
a warm South Boston welcome 
despite the weather.  This year, more 
than most was a struggle.  Parade 
CONTINUED ON page 6
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Patriarch “Wacko” Hurley is dealing 
with health issues and although we 
went to him weekly for guidance 
and advice, his day to day hands on 
ability was missed.  That, along with 
Council matters, had us operating 
from behind.  Our efforts only 
really began the middle of January. 
Contributors, monetarily and in snow 
removal, spectators and participants 
all joined and without them it could 
not be done. Elected officials Collins, 
Linehan and Flaherty, as always, 
supported the parade and the Council.

Mayor Walsh seemed to make 
up for his predecessor’s twenty 
years of insult and disregard of our 
Constitutional rights by attending 
nearly every activity, including the 
final ceremony March 17th up at the 
Heights and we thank him.

The Council wishes to thank 
everyone who contributed and 
promises better things in the future.

Take care till next week.

that the taxes enacted in 2013 were 
insufficient to fund the additional 
financing. When he took office, 
Baker released the additional $100 
million. In recent years, local officials 
have chafed at delays that made the 
funding available midway into the 
construction season. The annual 
funding so far appears as though it 
could meet the statutory deadline of 
April 1. The committee is meeting 
in Room A-1 Friday at 11:30 a.m. 
and will vote immediately after the 
hearing. - Andy Metzger/SHNS
GAO: Government-Wide Improper 
Payment Estimates Rose in 2014
Two of the three programs meriting 
attention during the early days of 
Gov. Charlie Baker’s administration 
are among the top three in the 
nation for improper payments, 
according to new estimates. The U.S. 
Government Accountability Office 
reported Monday that government-
wide improper payment estimates 

totaled $124.7 billion in fiscal 2014, 
up $19 billion from the fiscal 2013 
estimate of $105.8 billion. The 
government-wide error rate was 4.5 
percent of program outlays, up from 
4 percent in fiscal 2013, the GAO 
reported. The increase was primarily 
attributed to increased error rates 
in the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Medicare Fee-for-
Service and Medicaid programs and 
the Treasury’s earned income tax 
credit program. Curbing the growth 
in Medicaid spending and expanding 
the earned income tax credit are 
among the major proposals included 
in Gov. Baker’s $38.1 billion budget 
bill filed earlier this month. The GAO 
said some agencies reported that 
efforts to recover improper payments 
are hindered by program design and 
statutory issues, and some agencies 
face challenges in maintaining 
and obtaining death data needed 
to prevent payments to deceased 
individuals. - Michael Norton/SHNS

CONTINUED FROM page 4

NECN coverage pressed politicians 
on camera about their decision to 
march this year.

What gets lost in the politicizing of a 
parade that celebrates the founding of 
America and the escape from religious 
oppression is that it is supposed to be 
a day to re-visit the old neighborhood 
for many. More importantly, it gives 
the children a chance to participate 
in three weeks or more of civic, 
social, and historic events and healthy 
athletic competition. These create 
memories and are designed to bring the 
neighborhood together. It almost feels 
like the FUN has been taken out of it, 
and is replaced by political correctness.

Go to southbostontoday.com to vote 
on this week’s parade poll.

CONTINUED FROM front page
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REPRESENTATIVE NICK COLLINS 
RECEIVES 2015 LEGISLATOR OF THE 
YEAR AWARD FROM CHILDREN’S 
LEAGUE OF MASSACHUSETTS
Celebrated as ‘Superhero 4 Kids’ at Advocacy Day Event

Recently, State 
Representative Nick 
Collins (D-Boston) 

accepted the 2015 Legislator 
of the Year award from 
the Children’s League of 
Massachusetts (CLM), 
a statewide non-profit 
association of over 80 private 
and public organizations and 
individuals that collectively 
advocate for public policies 
and quality services that are 
in the best interest of the 
Commonwealth’s children, 
youth and families.  The 
ceremony was held at Nurses 
Hall at the Massachusetts State 
House during CLM’s annual 
Advocacy Day event.

“We would like to thank 
Representative Collins for 
all his efforts on behalf of 
the children and families of 
the Commonwealth, stated 
Erin G. Bradley, Executive 
Director of CLM.  “From his 
work on countless budget 
items that would improve the 
lives of children and families 
in the Commonwealth to 
supporting services for low-
income families and substance 
abuse treatment programs, 
Representative Collins 
believes that all children in 
our state should have equal 
opportunities.  We were proud 
to work with him on Children 
in Need of Services (CHINS) 

“Me on the Marquee”
 Call for photos!

Be a part of the Convention Center’s new “Me on the Marquee” 
campaign and submit a photo that answers the question, “How does 
Boston move you?”  Selected photos will be featured on the BCEC’s 
79-foot-tall digital Marquee.

How to apply
Submit all photos and a brief entry description to 
digitalmedia2@massconvention.com 

Submission Deadline
Monday, March 23, 2015 by 11:59 pm

Exhibition on the Marquee
Tuesday April 14 through Tuesday April 21

Rules
All photo submissions must abide by the rules and regulations listed on 
Massconvention.com/community/community-art-program to qualify.   

How Does Boston Move You?

The strength of every athlete

The rich history

The sports! Bostonians are so resilient!

Boston running moves me The sense of pride

  /MassConvention 

 @MassConvention 

MassConvention.com

Me on the Marquee

reform legislation to keep 
our youth out of the juvenile 
justice system and are honored 
to have him as a lead sponsor 
of our highest priority bill this 
session.  We know we can 
continue to call him a friend 
and supporter.” 

“Receiving the CLM 
Legislator of the Year 
award means a great deal 
to me,” stated Collins.  “I 
take my role as a State 
Representative very seriously.  
Our supreme obligation as 
a Commonwealth is to look 
after our most vulnerable 
citizens and children, 
especially those who might be 
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CONTINUED FROM page 7

Mass Bay Credit Union 
wrapped up their 4th 
annual Coat Drive to 

benefit the Friends of Boston’s 
Homeless.  Mass Bay employees and 
members donated hundreds of coats, 
warm clothing, socks, gloves and 
scarves.  “With an especially harsh 
winter this year, we hope this Coat 
Drive helped bring some warmth to 
the homeless in our community” said 
John Thomas, President and CEO of 
Mass Bay Credit Union.

Friends of Boston’s Homeless 
supports innovative, solutions-
oriented programs with proven track 
records that help homeless individuals 
transition from the streets and shelters 
to lead stable independent lives. 

Mass Bay Credit Union serves over 
17,000 Members, manages over $200 
million in assets, and operates under 
the Credit Union ideal of “People 
Helping People.” 

Youth and adults from South 
Boston will have another 
opportunity to share their 

views about the problem of substance 
abuse in the community and discuss 
ways by which, together, they can 
work towards a healthier South 
Boston.  This event will take place on 
Thursday March 26, 2015 from 6:30 
– 7:30 p.m. at the Tierney Learning 
Center, Mercer St., South Boston.  

The South Boston Community 
Health Center Youth Ambassadors 
Program is hosting this event in 
collaboration with the Hope & 
Recovery Coalition, the Gavin 
Foundation, the South Boston 
Boys & Girls Club, South Boston 
Neighborhood House, Laboure 
Center, South Boston CAN, the 
South Boston Action for Substance 
Abuse Prevention, the South Boston 
Collaborative Center and South 
Boston en Accion. 

The Youth Ambassadors program 
is a youth development program 
for South Boston youth ages 
12-18.  They receive leadership 
trainings and work on projects in 
the areas of community service, 
the arts and health, including 
substance abuse prevention.  

Young people from the community 
have expressed interest in joining the 
conversation about substance abuse 
in South Boston and in finding ways to 
address this problem. Prior dialogues 
have proven very successful in 
offering attendees a forum to talk and 
learn about resources available for 
families affected by substance abuse. 

If you would like more information 
about this event, please contact Mayra 
Rodriguez-Howard at the South 
Boston Community Health Center 
617-464-7423 mahoward@sbchc.org . 

Funding in support of this event has 
been provided by: Partners Healthcare, 
the Boston Public Health Commission, 
Gillette P&G Great Starts grant, South 
Boston Community Development 
Foundation and the Greater Boston 
Council on Alcoholism. 

Mass Bay Coat 
Drive Benefits 
Homeless 

Let’s Talk!  3rd 
Youth/Adult 
Community 
Dialogue About 
Substance Abuse

 NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATION 
COASTAL OIL NEW ENGLAND, INC. (CONE)

OFF-TERMINAL AREAS
935 EAST FIRST STREET, SOUTH BOSTON

RELEASE TRACKING NUMBER (RTN) 3-00257
A release of oil and/or hazardous materials has occurred at this location, 
which is a disposal site as defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 and the 
Massachusetts Contingency Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000.  On February 17, 2015, 
Admiral Farragut LLC recorded with the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds a 
NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATION on a portion of the disposal 
site, pursuant to 310 CMR 40.1070 through 40.1080.  

The NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATION will limit the following site 
activities and uses on a portion of the above property:
  
•Residential and/or child day care facility uses and activities without the 
presence of concrete or other solid material flooring that prevents direct 
contact with subsurface site soils.
•Any activity which disturbs soils below a depth of ten feet to the extent that 
the soils present a significant risk of harm to health, safety, public welfare or 
the environment or a substantial hazard (other than emergency utility repair 
in accordance with 310 C.M.R. 40.0460, to the extent applicable), unless 
the activity is preceded by the prior development and implementation of a 
Health and Safety Plan and a Soil Management Plan in accordance with the 
Obligations of the AUL. 

Any person interested in obtaining additional information about the NOTICE 
OF ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATION may contact Michael Stiller at AECOM 
(formerly URS) at 101 Federal Street, Boston, MA 02110 or by e-mail at 
Michael.stiller@aecom.com (857-383-3850).  

The NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND USE LIMITATION and the disposal site file 
can be viewed at MassDEP, Northeast REGIONAL OFFICE at 205B Lowell 
Street, Wilmington, MA 01887 (978-694-3200) or through the MassDEP 
website using Release Tracking Number (RTN) 3-00257 at: http://public.dep.
state.ma.us/SearchableSites2/Search.aspx.

unable to represent themselves.  If we 
can provide all children with safety 
and the proper tools, they can grow 
to become successful, contributing 
members of society.  I will continue 
to work with my colleagues and the 
Children’s League to help us fulfill 
that obligation.”

Representative Collins is the House 
sponsor of the Foster Care Omnibus 
bill, CLM’s top priority bill for the 
current session.  The bill focuses on 
four main areas: increasing protections 
against child abuse and neglect; 
providing youth in foster care with 
educational stability; better preparing 
foster care youth for when they ‘age 
out’ of care; and promoting normalcy 
and permanency for children in the 
care of the Department of Children 
and Families (DCF). 

As CLM’s Advocacy Day 2015 
event also marked the beginning of 
its ‘Superheroes 4 Kids’ campaign, 
designed to educate members of the 
public on simple things they can 
do to advocate for increased safety 
and services for children in care, 
Representative Collins was hailed as a 
Superhero 4 Kids as well as Legislator 
of the Year. 
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No One Knows The South Boston Real Estate Market Better Than

917 East Broadway, South Boston

617-268-5181

MCM
Properties

Recent South Boston Real Estate Sales
Price Sale Date Rooms Baths Sq FtProperty/Type

170 West Broadway
Land
21 Wormwood St UNIT 316-318
Condo
689 East Fourth St UNIT 1
Condo
269 Emerson St UNIT 3
Condo
628 East Second St UNIT 2
Condo
628 East Second St UNIT 5
Condo
335 West Second St UNIT 18
Condo
141Dorchester Ave UNIT 704
Condo
503 East Fifth St UNIT 3
Condo
288 Bowen St UNIT 2
Condo
108 P St UNIT 1
Condo
667 East Seventh St UNIT 1
Condo
709-709A East Broadway UNIT 3
Condo
150.5 M St UNIT 1
Condo
383 Dorchester St UNIT 2
Condo
112 N St UNIT 2
Condo
120 Tudor St UNIT C
Condo
85 Baxter St UNIT 2
Condo
7 Gates St UNIT 3
Condo
54 H St UNIT 3
Condo
206-208 West Ninth St UNIT 2
Condo

$4,000,000 

$987,500 

$884,000 

$769,000 

$737,470 

$700,000 

$645,000 

$615,000 

$575,000 

$530,000 

$520,000 

$508,000 

$500,000 

$433,500 

$419,000 

$409,000 

$377,000 

$375,000 

$374,000 

$365,000 

$360,000 

-

2.5

3

2.5

2.5

2.5

2

1

2

1

2

1.5

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

-

5

5

6

6

6

5

2

4

6

6

4

4

4

4

4

4

5

3

3

5

12/18/14

12/19/14

12/18/14

12/19/14

12/22/14

12/19/14

12/17/14

12/19/14

12/18/14

12/18/14

12/22/14

12/19/14

12/22/14

12/19/14

2/18/15

12/19/14

2/7/2-15

2/13/15

12/17/14

12/17/14

2/13/15

-

1727

1065

1300

1210

1210

1257

969

1025

1423

1070

993

1060

693

741

648

814

929

538

674

1448

Customer service is our business

641 East Broadway, South Boston, MA 02127 • 617-268-4662

- Heating Oil Discounts
- Automatic Delivery
- Budget Payment Plans
- Complete Heating Service

Quality Heating Oil &
Expert Heating Services

www.metroenergyboston.com

BOSTON 
REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY

PUBLIC 
MEETING

Twitter.com/BostonRedevelopBostonRedevelopmentAuthority.org

Theresa Donovan, Assistant Secretary

PROJECT PROPONENT:  

815 East 5th Street, LLC

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

815 East 5th Street, LLC (the Proponent) proposes new construction of a four-story 
building containing 19 residential units, with 33 off-street parking spaces at-grade located 
within the buildings ground-level garage with access via the East Sixth Street side of the 
building.

CURLEY COMMUNITY 
CENTER
163 Columbia Road
South Boston (M Street side).

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

815 EAST 5TH STREET 
DEVELOPMENT

mail to: LANCE CAMPBELL 
 Boston Redevelopment Authority
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4311
email: lance.c.campbell@gmail.com
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SOUTH BOSTON TODAY
SBT Staff Report

Never A Doubt He Could: Rick 
Coyne Ran 50 Miles For A Cause
Over $27,000 raised for Charity
Over $27,000 raised for Charity

Most people have never 
run a marathon. To run 26 
miles takes a tremendous 

amount of training and discipline 
to prepare for and the majority of 
athletes could not do it if they tried. 
That’s not a criticism; it’s just a fact 
about the limitations of the human 
body.  So what Ricky Coyne did 
last week was by any standard; an 
amazing accomplishment because 
by running more than 50 miles; the 
equivalent of TWO marathons, he 
showed not only how physically 
fit he is, but also just how much 

determination he possesses when 
he sets his mind to doing something 
near and dear to his heart.   

Last Saturday was a pretty nice day 
by this winter’s standards. It was in the 
mud thirties, the sun was shining at 
times and the wind was blowing at 
a reasonable velocity. It was the day 
that Rick picked for his 50 for 50 run 
for charity and in memory of his Mom; 
Barbie Coyne. 50 for 50 referred to the 
fact that the distance of the course; 
from the Cape Cod Canal to Marina 
Bay was 50 miles  and he would turn 
50 years old a few days prior. The date 

was selected months in advance and 
Ricky was determined; come Hell or 
high water, he would do the run on 
that day bad weather or not. 

Family members, friends and 
supporters were all along the 
route to cheer him on and shout 
encouragement. Following behind 
him in a pace car in case of any 
problems were good friends 
Kenny Turner, Sean Flaherty, Gino 
Provenzano and Bob Lesenechal 
and he even had other friends 
running alongside him for parts of 
the route; among them were Harry 
Minnuci, Tom Scannell, Jane Cody, 
Carol MacDonald, Jen Hopkins and 
Lisa Gallagher. As he ran, Rick did 
at times encounter some less than 
clear spots on the course. It’s been a 
rough winter and there were some 
areas of ice and snow. But none of 

it slowed him down in the least. In 
fact, he completed the entire 50 
plus mile run in under seven and a 
half hours; an incredible time for a 
trek that long and in any conditions. 

As the end of the run was nearing 
and he was approaching the finish 
line which just happened to be at 
Marina Bay’s Captain Fishbone’s 
restaurant, the cheers from the 
waiting, gathered crowd went up 
loud and proud; proud of their 
friend who took up this difficult 
challenge of doing something very 
special and unique in honor of his 
late mother and to help out his 
Mom’s two favorite charities. Rick 
Coyne, by running this grueling 
50 mile course raised more than 
$27,000 dollars for the South Boston 
Special Kids and Adults Program 
and Saint Jude’s Hospital. How’s that 
for being an all-around good guy 
with a heart of gold?

Now the run was over, 
congratulations were definitely in 
order and it was time to settle in 
and celebrate at Captain Fishbone’s 
with the loyal family, friends and 
supporters who set aside this day 
to be with someone very special to 
them indeed. Ricky Coyne is without 
a doubt a good and caring man 
with the drive and determination 
to accomplish anything; especially 
when it’s to benefit others. And 
it’s safe to say that there was not a 
person in the large crowd of well-
wishers that day that thought for a 
second that Rick would not succeed.

As the celebration continued, 
a clearly happy and maybe a bit 
tired; but just a bit Rick Coyne told 
South Boston Today that he and 
his family would like to thank the 
entire community and all the well-
wishers that gave him so much 
encouragement. He will always be 
grateful. Anyone who knows him 
understands that failure is not an 
option when it’s for a good cause. Well 
done and God Bless you Ricky Coyne. 
You made a lot of people proud. 

Note:  There is still time, until March 
31st, to donate to the two charities 
in the name of Rick’s 50 for 50 run. 
Checks can be sent or dropped off 
at the Mt. Washington Bank at 708 E. 
Broadway, South Boston, MA 02127 
and you can donate on line at www.
gofundme.com/1zb4mg
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SOUTH BOSTON TODAY
Staff ReportGovernor Baker and Mayor Walsh Headline 135th Citz Banquet

Courtesy Photos:  City of Boston Mayor’s Office.

The 135th Annual South 
Boston Citizens Association 
Banquet was held on Friday 

the 13th of March in the run up to the 
Parade and Breakfast. Once again, 
Citz President Tom McGrath put 
in another year of yeoman’s work 
fighting snow storms and venue 
changes to make this and other 
events successful. His volunteers, 
especially wife Kathy and daughter 
Stephanie and their friends and 
neighbors, all pitched in. The Boston 
Convention and Exhibition Center 
hosted a guest list that packed the 

house and had the predictably full 
head table that featured the Governor 
and Mayor, local, county and city 
wide elected officials, the parade 
organizers, veterans and honored 
awardees retired Probation Chief 
Rita McCarthy, Union Leader Leo 
Fahey, Civic Leader Noreen Rosher 
and Teacher Nicole Bollerman. 

Traditionally, the dinner plays host 
to visiting dignitaries and active 
military guests. This year featured 
the Commanding Officer, Gregory 
Baker, his officers and crew of the 
USS Arlington (LPD-24), a San 

Antonio-class landing platform/
dock and is the third ship of the 
United States Navy to be named for 
Arlington, Virginia, the location of 
the Pentagon. Like her sister ships, 
USS New York and Somerset, she 
is named in commemoration of the 
September 11, 2001 attacks. Steel 
taken from the Pentagon after the 
September 11 attacks is displayed 
aboard in the ship’s museum. 

The corned beef and cabbage was 
one of the best according to many 
in attendance and the wait staff was 
superb. The dinner is the testing 

ground for jokes in preparation for the 
Sunday events and the effort met with 
a range of laughter from Clerk Maura 
Doyle’s Tonto Kowalski to Rep. Nick 
Collins Lenten Season ‘give ups’ to 
Jim Rooney’s  billion pitch to Gov. 
Baker to Mayor Walsh’s Dorchester 
Revenge to Clerk Mike Donovan’s 
always inspirational comments. Father 
Joe White pulled out a decades old 
‘dispensation in perpetuity’ signed by 
South Boston’s own Richard Cardinal 
Cushing allowing corned beef on a 
Friday. The always enjoyable Curragh’s 
Fancy entertained once again.
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SOUTH BOSTON TODAY
Staff ReportEvacuation Day Exercises Cap 2015 Celebration

Courtesy Photos:  City of Boston Mayor’s Office.

The South Boston Citizens’ 
Association held the annual 
Memorial and Historical 

Exercises on Tuesday, March 17, 
2015. The celebration began at St. 
Augustine’s Chapel; the oldest Catholic 
Church in Boston and the Mass was 
celebrated by Father White at 9:00AM. 
Margaret Lynch was the honorary 
chairperson for the Mass. 

Awards were given to local winners 
of the poster and essay contests which 
are held every year to celebrate this 
important part of American history. 
Clerk of Court Maura Doyle chaired 

the award presentation. 
The Exercise was preceded by a 

gathering at the foot of the Dorchester 
Heights at approximately 10:00AM 
to observe and celebrate the British 
Evacuation of Boston in 1776, the first 
colonial victory of the Revolutionary 
War. Colonel Henry Knox and his 
band of brave militia carried the British 
cannons from Fort Ticonderoga in 
upstate New York to the Heights. State 
Representative Nick Collins, SBCA 
President Emeritus Bernie O’Donnell 
and Bob Allison of the South Boston 
Historical Society co-chaired the event. 

Mayor Walsh joined our local officials 
City Council President Bill Linehan, 
City Councilor Michael Flaherty, 
SBCA President, Tom McGrath, and 
Grand Marshall Kevin Conroy in the 
laying of the wreath at the foot of the 
Dorchester Heights.

The South Boston High School 
JROTC Army Unit presented colors 
to signify the beginning of the 
event. Students ranging from K – 
8th grades from St. Peter Academy 
came to observe the Evacuation 
Day Ceremony and to learn about 
their community’s significant role 

in driving the British out of Boston 
Harbor. State Representative Nick 
Collins spoke directly to the St. Peter 
students from the podium, explaining 
the importance of the historical event 
as well as carrying this tradition on 
into the future. He emphasized that 
learning about the history of South 
Boston is important to the fabric of 
the neighborhood. 

Cong. Stephen Lynch was called to 
Washington DC by his sub-committee 
on Iraq. Senator Linda Dorcena Forry, 
event co-chair, was invited to the White 
House for a Saint Patrick’s Day event.
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This past Thursday, The 
Curley L Street Center 
concluded the first 10 

session SAT Prep Course at the 
BCYF Teen Center. It was a great 
success. The group, consisting of 
South Boston and Dorchester High 
School students, worked on refining 
their skills in vocabulary, reading, 
math, writing and time management 
skills leading to a comfort and 
better understanding of the SAT test. 
Program mentors will be following 
these teens from their results of 
the test, to assisting in college 
applications, college essays and 
scholarship searches.

This was a very special group 
and who put 100% effort in. They 
came to the Teen Center each 
night prepared to work hard and 
participate in all facets of the class 
and to be sure they did their best on 
the SAT Test on Saturday. If they 
are a good example of South Boston 
Young Adults, we are looking at 
a bright future, and their parents 
should be proud.

The BCYF Curley “L Street” 
Youth & Teen Center will continue 
to be available as a resource for teens 
as they move towards the college 
process; providing late Spring 
and early Fall SAT Prep classes, 
scholarship information, and other 
college and career resources. Also, we 
will be announcing dates for an ISEE 
Prep Course beginning in September 
and leading to the November test.

Please stay tuned for Curley 
Community Center postings with 
registration dates and descriptions 
of future education and career 
sessions. Call Youth Worker Barbara 
Kelly at (617)635-5104 for more 
information. Thank you.

SAT Prep Done; 
ISEE Prep To 
Begin This Fall

NOTICE AND ORDER:  
Petition for Appointment of Guardian 

of a Minor 
 Docket No.

SU14P1821GD
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

In the interests of Brayden Thomas Syliva
of Boston, MA. Minor

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a 
Petition For Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 07/29/2014 by Michael 

James Curran of Boston, MA will be held 
04/03/2015 08:30AM Review Hearing 
Located at 24 New Chardon Street, 

3rd Floor, Boston, MA 02114 – Family 
Service Office.

2. Response to Petition: You may 
respond by filing a written response to 

the Petition or by appearing in person at 
the hearing. If you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: File the original 

with the Court; and Mail a copy to all 
interested parties at least (5) business 

days before the hearing.
3. Councel for the Minor: The Minor (or 
an adult on behalf of the minor) has the 

right to request that councel be appointed 
for the minor.

4. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: 
A minor over age 14 has the right to 

be present at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s 

best interests.
ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)

IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
notice and the Petition for Appointment 

of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 

the guardian, the parentsof the minor 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen (14) days prior 

to the hearing date listed above.
If Service in hand cannot be 

accomplished on any interested party, 
IT IS ORDERED that copies of this 

Notice and the Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor be served on the 

interested party by leaving at and mailing 
by regular first class mail to last and 

usual place of residence of the interested 
party at least fourteen (14) days prior to 

the date of hearing listed above.
If the identity or whereabouts of an 
interested party is not known, IT IS 

FURTHER ORDERED that copies of 
this Notice and Petition for Appointment 

of Guardian of a Minor be served on 
all interested persons at least fourteen 
(14) days prior to the hearing date by 

publishing a copy of the Order and Notice 
once in The South Boston Today, 

Boston publication to be at least Seven 
(7) days prior to the hearing date. 

If required, service on the United States 
Veteran Administration and Department 

of Children and Families may be 
accomplished by regular first class mail at 
least Seven (7)  days prior to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An important 

court proceeding that may affect your 
rights has been scheduled. If you do 

not understand this notice or other court 
papers, please contact an attorney for 

legal advice.
January 12, 2015

Felix D Arroyo
Register of Probate

March 19, 2015

NOTICE AND ORDER:  
Petition for Appointment of Guardian 

of a Minor 
 Docket No.

SU14P1822GD
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

In the interests of
Jason Edward Sylvia, Jr.

of Boston, MA. Minor
Suffolk Probate and Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a 

Petition For Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 07/29/2014 by Michael 

James Curran of Boston, MA will be held 
04/03/2015 08:30AM Review Hearing 
Located at 24 New Chardon Street, 

3rd Floor, Boston, MA 02114 – Family 
Service Office.

2. Response to Petition: You may 
respond by filing a written response to 

the Petition or by appearing in person at 
the hearing. If you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: File the original 

with the Court; and Mail a copy to all 
interested parties at least (5) business 

days before the hearing.
3. Councel for the Minor: The Minor (or 
an adult on behalf of the minor) has the 

right to request that councel be appointed 
for the minor.

4. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: 
A minor over age 14 has the right to 

be present at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s 

best interests.
ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)

IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
notice and the Petition for Appointment 

of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 

the guardian, the parentsof the minor 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen (14) days prior 

to the hearing date listed above.
If Service in hand cannot be accomplished 
on any interested party, IT IS ORDERED 
that copies of this Notice and the Petition 
for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor be 
served on the interested party by leaving 
at and mailing by regular first class mail 

to last and usual place of residence of the 
interested party at least fourteen (14) days 

prior to the date of hearing listed above.
If the identity or whereabouts of an 
interested party is not known, IT IS 

FURTHER ORDERED that copies of 
this Notice and Petition for Appointment 

of Guardian of a Minor be served on 
all interested persons at least fourteen 
(14) days prior to the hearing date by 

publishing a copy of the Order and Notice 
once in The South Boston Today, 

Boston publication to be at least Seven 
(7) days prior to the hearing date. 

If required, service on the United States 
Veteran Administration and Department 

of Children and Families may be 
accomplished by regular first class mail at 
least Seven (7)  days prior to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An important 

court proceeding that may affect your 
rights has been scheduled. If you do 

not understand this notice or other court 
papers, please contact an attorney for 

legal advice.
January 12, 2015

Felix D Arroyo
Register of Probate

March 19, 2015

Hail Mary Prayer
Pray 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 

days. Ask for 3 wishes, 1 
involving business, and 
2 impossible. On the 9th 
day publish this article 
and your wishes will be 

answered even though you 
may not believe it. K.B.

PARTITION AND SALE OF  REAL 
ESTATE

 SUFFOLK. ss.
PROBATE COURT

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

Case No. SU15E0018
To Margaret Ogden of Boston in the 

County of Suffolk and to all other 
persons interested

A petition has been presented to 
said Court by Warner Ogden, III of 

South Portland in the State of Maine 
representing that he holds as tenant in 

common undivided part of share of certain 
lying in Boston in said County of Suffolk 

and briefly described as follows:
 Savannah Condominiums, 

322-324 West Fourth Street, #6, South 
Boston, Massachusetts 02127. Further 
description available in file. Setting forth 

that he desires that – all the following 
described part –of said land may be 
sold at private sale for not less than 
$400,000.00 dollars and praying that 
partition may be made of all the land 

aforesaid according to law, and to that end 
that a commissioner be appointed to make 
sale and conveyance of all, or any part of 
said land which the Court finds cannot be 
advantageously divided either at private 
sale or public auction, and be ordered to 

distribute the net proceeds thereof.
If you desire to object thereto you or your 
attorney should file a written appearance 
in said Court at Boston before ten o’clock 
in the forenoon-on the 26th day of March, 

2015 the return day of this citation. 
WITNESS, Joan P Armstrong, Esquire, 
First Judge of said Court, this 18th day of 

February, 2015.
Felix d Arroyo Register.

It is ordered that notice of said proceeding 
be given by delivering or mailing by 

registered or certified mail a copy of the 
foregoing citation to all persons interested 

whose addresses are known fourteen 
days at least before said return day, and if 
any person is not so served, by mailing a 
copy thereof to the last known address of 
such person fourteen days at least before 
said return day; and by publishing a copy 

thereof once in South Boston Today, a 
newspaper published in Boston, the last 
publication to be one day at least before 

said return day. 
Witness, Joan P. Armstrong, Esquire,

First Judge of said Court, this 18th day of 
February, 2015
Felix D Arroyo

Register of Probate
March 19, 2015
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SOUTH BOSTON TODAY
By Zach Buckley , National NBA Featured Columnist 

The Team That Refused to Tank: 
Meet the Surging Boston Celtics

501 East Eighth Street, South Boston, MA 02127

PUB & GRILLE

Kitchen Open 11am til 4pm Mon-Thu, Fri til 10pm, Sat & Sun til 6pm

Friday Night
Dinner Special

2 Dinners &
Bottle of Wine

$39

The Best Food Around!

‘til 10PM

8pm - midnight
Saturday

Kenny
Morrell

16 West Broadway • 617-269-9553

THE

CORNERSTONE
www.cornerstonesouthie.com
Find us on Facebook at Cornerstonesouthie

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Great Food with Neighborhood Prices!

Need a Party Venue?

We are now taking reservations for our function room
Family, Work, Birthday

“What’s the Daily Special?”

L Street Running 
Club Awards 
Student Grants

The L Street Running Club 
will award its 2015 Student 
Grants at the annual pre-

Boston Marathon meeting to be 
held on April 16th at the Curley 
Recreation Center in South Boston. 

The L Street Student Grants were 
established in 2005, and are one 
of the club’s many efforts to give 
back to the City of Boston where 
members run and train for the 
Boston Marathon.  The grants are 
funded by proceeds from the annual 
Jim Kane Road Race which is held 
each July in South Boston. 

Grants of $1,000 will be awarded 
to two high school seniors who are 
Boston residents and who have been 
members of their school’s track 
or cross country team for at least 
two years.  The grant recipients 
are selected by the Student Grant 
Committee, based on applicants’ 
running achievements, academic 
record, and volunteer activities in 
their school and community.  The 
deadline for submitting applications 
is April 3, 2015.

An application form and details 
about the L Street Student Grants 
can be accessed on www.lstreet.org .

Ignorance truly is bliss for the Boston 
Celtics. While the rest of the basketball 
world dismissed this team as a not-

so-subtle tanker, the Celtics acted as if 
they were completely unfamiliar with 
the term.”What is that word, tank?” Jae 
Crowder said, per Mark Murphy of the 
Boston Herald. “I know the meaning but 
I don’t even know how to say that. A lot 
of guys maybe want to do that [on other 
teams], but we just move forward.”

Franchise cornerstones were shipped 
out for flotsam—or even less. In two 
separate transactions, Boston turned 
assist-machine Rajon Rondo and prolific 
perimeter scorer Jeff Green into five 
seemingly forgettable players and three 
future draft picks. Those seemed like the 
final sacrifices to make in an organizational 
reset that had already seen the departures 
of Ray Allen,Kevin Garnett, Paul Pierce 
and Doc Rivers. With no superstar on the 
roster, the Celtics went head-first into 
asset-collection mode, but the players 
had other ideas. What should have been 
a mid-season demolition instead laid the 
groundwork for the most surprising rise in 
the Eastern Conference.

Since Feb. 3, Boston has played some 
of the best basketball across the entire 
league. “It’s probably the most inspiring 
stretch of Celtics basketball since [Rajon] 
Rondo morphed into a Terminator in the 
spring of 2012,” wrote Comcast SportsNet’s 
Rich Levine. Matchup nightmare Jared 
Sullinger, a 260-pound bulldozer in the 
low post with three-point range, hasn’t 
played since Feb. 11 and won’t return this 
season due to a stress fracture in his left 
foot. Thomas, the team’s leading scorer, 

has missed the last four outings with 
swelling near his tailbone.

The Celtics never really replaced the 25.9 
points, 12.4 assists and 11.8 rebounds that 
Rondo and Green collectively provided 
on a nightly basis. Losing Sullinger and 
Thomas cost this club another 35.8 
points, 10.8 boards and 7.8 assists per 
game. Boston no longer knows where its 
production will come from. And somehow 
that’s become a good thing.

“It could be anybody,” Avery Bradley 
said, per Adam Himmelsbach of The 
Boston Globe. “We don’t have one star. 
We just have a lot of good players, really 
good players.” “If [Zeller] develops into a 
serviceable rotation player, Boston will 
have gotten a steal in this trade,” ESPN 
Boston’s Chris Forsberg wrote at the 
time.That’s how low the bar was set for 
Zeller, who has averaged 22 points on 76 
percent shooting over his last two games. 
Success stories similar to the 7-footer’s 
can be found all over this roster.

Consistency has been an issue for 
rookies Marcus Smart and James Young, 
but both have found ways to contribute. 
Sophomore Kelly Olynyk’s stock hasn’t 
exploded the way some might have 
hoped, but he’s still a tough cover as a 
sharp-shooting 7-footer.

Bradley was right, though; there are 
no stars on this roster. But there might 
be one occupying the premier sideline 
seat inside TD Garden: 38-year-old head 
coach Brad Stevens. “Players are almost 
unanimously quick to give him the 
credit for their improved play, which has 
included giving them free reign and the 
kind of freedom on the floor that very 
few coaches in the NBA have afforded 
them in the past,” Comcast SportsNet’s 

A. Sherrod Blakely wrote of Stevens. The 
second-year signal-caller has helped 
instill the same “why not us” mentality 
that made him a coaching star at mid-
major Butler University.

All he asks is that his players compete 
with a team-first attitude. To further that 
whole-is-greater-than-the-sum-of-its-
parts mentality, only 6.5 percent of Boston’s 
offensive possessions end in isolations. 
Just seven teams resort to hero ball less 
frequently.As Stevens told Forsberg, he 
just wants his guys to understand how to 
play the right way: I just want to play good 
basketball, and I think our guys just want 
to play good basketball. I think, as a result, 
you have a lot more fun when you spray 
the ball around the way we’re spraying 
it around and when you’re competing 
together and pulling for one another 
and five guys playing together on a 
string defensively.

In the me-first world of professional 
sports, Stevens has his players chasing 
something bigger than themselves. They 
are living the principle of five players 
acting as one. 

Teamwork can be hard to quantify, 
but those numbers tell you everything 
you need to know about how well the 
revamped Celtics have jelled. If this group 
secures a seat at the playoff table, it’s 
capable of causing some havoc. Smart, 
Bradley and Crowder are all defensive 
pests. Thomas is an incendiary scorer 
off the dribble. Boston’s bigs can shred 
a defense on the perimeter or outwork 
their opponents on the interior.

No one wants to draw this team in 
the postseason. All because of their 
unwillingness to accept a fate so many 
had set aside for them. With a simple 
“tanks, but no tanks” response to the 
outside world, Boston set its sights higher 
than anyone could have imagined.
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241 A Street
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Lincoln Tavern & Restaurant
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Boston Beer Garden
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